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strengthens analytical thinking necessary for educational growth in all stages of life.
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Chess Puzzle Solving Contest

Answer Sheet
Contestant Number:

Circle Grade Level(s) 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Test (circle only one answer per question)

1. A B C D 11. A B C D
2. A B C D 12, A B C D
3 A B C D 13. A B C D
4 A B C D 14. A B C D
5 A B C D 15. A B C D
6 A B C D 16. A B C D
7 A B C D 17. A B C D
8 A B C D 18. A B C D
9 A B C D 19. A B C D
10. A B C D 20. A B C D

Tiebreaker (circle only one answer per question)

1. A B C D 5. A B C D
2. A B C D 6. A B C D
3 A B C D 7 A B C D
4 A B C D 8. A B C D
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Test A

#1. Black to move #2. Black to move

a b cC d e f g h a b (& d e f g h
What best describes the above situation? What best describes the above situation?

a) Blackis in checkmate a) Blackisin checkmate

b) Black is in stalemate b) Black is in stalemate

c) Blackisin check c) Blackisin check

d) None of the above d) None of the above

#3. Black to move

a b ¢ d e f g h a b ¢ 4qa 8o f g h
What best describes the above situation? Which side has material advantage?

a) Blackis in checkmate a) Black

b) Black is in stalemate b) White

c) It'seven
d) Cannot tell without knowing who is
to move

c) Blackisin check
d) None of the above
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Chess Puzzle Solving, 4" & 5™, Test A, continued

#9. White to move #10. White to move

a b ¢ d e £ g h a b ¢ d e £f g9 h
What is White's best move? If White can win Black's queen, what is the
a) WNe7 move?
b) c5 a) Wde
c) We3 b) ™f4
d Le7 c) ™b2
d) Qad7
#11. White to move #12. White to move

&

L
‘ %

a b C d

a b o] d = t g h

Which piece can win Black's knight? If White can win Black's rook, what is the
a) Queen move? 57
b) Rook E)) 5o
c) Bishop ) a3
d) Pawn d) ®e3

©2019 HEXCO ACADEMIC ¢ PO Box 199 ¢ Hunt, TX 78024 ¢ 800-391-2891 ¢ Do not scan, post to web, or share electronically.



1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

A

Test A

Test A—Answer Key
Black is in checkmate.
Black is in check. The king can move out of check to h5.
Black is in stalemate.

Black. Black has 27 points: (W=9) + ( £ =5) + (&=3) + (A4 =3) + ( & =7). White has

23 points: (2=10) + (£&=3) + (2=3) + (A =7).

A

¥ d4. Once the white queen moves to d4, the black king must move out of

check, allowing the white queen to capture the black rook on h8.

B

¥ g4. Once the white queen moves to g4, the black rook cannot move in order to

keep the king out of check, allowing the white queen to capture the rook.

D

Knight. Promoting to a knight forces the king to move out of check, allowing the

white knight to capture the black rook on g7.

A

C

One move. The white rook moves to h3 forcing the king into checkmate.

¥e3. Once the Black queen moves to e3, the king is forced to move out of

check, allowing the white queen to capture the black rook on e8.

C

¥b2. Once the white queen moves to b7, the king is forced to move out of

check, allowing the white queen to capture the black queen.

B

Rook. Once the rook moves to c1, the black knight is pinned because it cannot

move in order to protect the king.

A

@ d7. Once the white knight moves to d7, the king is forced to move out of

check, allowing the knight to capture the black rook on c5.

B

&L c4. White wins by checkmate.
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