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Six Tests (A-F)
Each test contains the following sections:
o Partl
= A - Proofreading
= B - Vocabulary (Multiple Choice)
o Part Il - Spelling Words
o Part lll - Tiebreaker Spelling Words
Answer Keys
Blank Answer Sheets (5 sheets)




Spelling & Vocabulary Practice Test
INSTRUCTIONS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: This test has multiple parts, and each is separately timed. The time allotted for
taking Part | is 15 minutes. Both sections should be completed within this time frame. Parts Il and IIl will consist
of words pronounced for the contestants. Only Parts | and Il will be graded, unless there is a tie, in which case
Part Il will be graded only for the students that are involved in a tie.

Part IA. The Proofreading element tests a student's ability to recognize misspelled words. In each of the sets,
one word is incorrect. Errors may be in capitalization, use of accent marks or hyphens, or in the actual spelling.
Words have been taken from the lists in Word Power. Some words may come from other sources. Note that
alternate spellings are considered correct spellings.  Use capitals and accent marks as required in correctly writing
the misspelled word for this element in the provided blank. Each correct answer is worth one point.

Part IB. The Vocabulary element tests the meanings and origins of words that are marked in the list for
vocabulary study. There should be no misspelled words in this section. There is an Answer Sheet provided for
contestants to write the letter for the best answer using capital letters. Each correct answer is worth one point.

For Parts Il and Ill, there is an Answer Sheet for writing the spelling words. A pronouncer should speak each word
twice. If a word has two or more acceptable pronunciations, at least two of the pronunciations should be given,
and each may be given twice. No one may interrupt the pronouncer. If a word seems to offer unusual
difficulties to the spellers, it should be briefly defined or used in a sentence. If a word is a homonym, a pronouncer
should define the word to distinguish it.

Part Il. The Spelling List should be pronounced at approximately five words per minute. This element contains
a list of seventy words (80% from the published booklet). Off-list words that are not from Word Power are
marked with a symbol in front of the word. Each correctly spelled word is worth one point. Please see the
attached pronunciation guide and ensure the pronouncer is comfortable with saying the words.

Part lll. The Tiebreaker element contains a list of 20 words, with 80% being from the published list. ~ All students
should take the Tiebreaker, but it should only be graded in the event of a tie, and then, only the spellers directly
involved in the tie should have their papers graded.

Outside sources include the following types of words:

1. Words of common usage
2. Words and proper names currently in the news
3. Words which by their formation or origins build vocabulary and promote the study of English,

including affixes, roots, and suffixes which appear in words on the printed list used in other forms

Pronunciation scheme. Our pronunciations follow those found in the American Heritage Dictionary, and up to four
pronunciations are shown. Also included for each word are the part(s) of speech and definition. If alternate
spellings are indicated in the American Heritage, they are listed with the first spelling or beneath the first spelling

Our unique pronunciation scheme is very similar to that now used by many major dictionaries and newspapers to
provide a simple, "keyless" scheme for difficult words. Our scheme recognizes only the 14 primary vowel sounds
below: (only the first one or two should require your referencing our key at the bottom of each page).

ii=sign eh=care uh=ago ay=wade ah=calm aw=paw a=cap
oh=home o0o=too ow=how i=hit ee=heat u=put e=pet

Syllables are separated by periods. Those with primary emphasis are capitalized; those not emphasized are in

lower case. Secondary emphasis is not indicated. Our simple system has been in use for 20 years by schools using
our UIL products and for 30+ years by schools using our line of companion products for The National Spelling Bee.
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Contestant Number

UIL SPELLING & VOCABULARY - ANSWER SHEET - PART |
(30 questions, 15 minutes, 1 point each)

Grader:
IA. Proofreading 1 2 3
TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS 30 30 30
MINUS ERRORS -
TOTAL SCORE - PART |
Grader
1 2 3
GRADERS' INITIALS

IB. Vocab
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Grader:

1 2 3
30 | 30 30
Grader
1 2 3
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