Concepts

Level: Elementary - Middle School

... an exploration of expository writing

© 2006 HEXCO ACADEMIC ¢ PO Box 199 ¢ Hunt, TX 78024 ¢ 800-391-2891 e Do not copy, scan, post to web, or share electronically.



READY WRITING CONCEPTS FOR LOWER GRADES
... an exploration of expository writing

Written by
Jennifer Bussey

Edited by
Noel Putnam

Ready Writing Concepts author, Jennifer Bussey has been writing for Hexco Academic since 1999. In
addition to writing Hexco's Ready Writing products, she also authors our Literary Criticism materials. She
has nationally published works, which include entries in: Contemporary Authors, Poetry for Students,
Encyclopedia of American Poetry - The Twentieth Century, and Literature of Developing Nations. With
clients as far away as Barcelona, Spain, her works have also appeared on the web and in national
magazines and newsletters, including Focus on the Family.

We are a small company that listens! If you have any questions or if there is an area that you would like
fully explored, let us hear from you. We hope you enjoy this product and stay in contact with us
throughout your academic journey.

~ President Hexco Inc., Linda Tarrant

HEXCO ACADEMIC
www.hexco.com
P.O. Box 199 e Hunt, Texas 78024
Phone: 800.391.2891 e Fax: 830.367.3824
Email: hexco@hexco.com

Copyright © 2006 by Hexco Academic. All rights reserved. Reproduction or translation of any part of this work beyond

that permitted by Section 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act without the permission of the copyright owner is
unlawful. The purchaser of this product is responsible for adhering to this law which prohibits the sharing or reselling of
copyrighted material with anyone. This precludes sharing with coaches or students from other schools via mail, fax, email, or
simply “passing along.” Hexco materials may not be posted online. Exception/permission for photocopies granted by Hexco
Academic is only applicable for Practice Packets which may be copied expressly for the purchaser’s group or classroom at the
same physical location.



Table of Contents

Writing a Strong Essay 3
Overview 3
Interest 4
Organization 4
Correct Style 5
Outline 5
Introduction 7
The Meat of It All 9
Conclusion 13

Pitfalls to Avoid 15
Poor Structure 15
Rambling 15
Lapses in Logic 16
Wordiness 16
Monotony 16
Preaching 17
Copycatting 17
Denial of Your Own Weaknesses 18
Straying from Your Thesis 18

Writing Exercises 19
Outlining Exercise 19
One Hundred Words 20
Stream-of-Consciousness Writing 20
Tag Team 20
Letter to the Editor 21

One Excellent Essay & One Miserable Essay 22
Topic for One Excellent Essay 22
Excellent Essay 23
Topic for One Miserable Essay 27
Warning! Miserable Essay 27

© 2006 HEXCO ACADEMIC ¢ PO Box 199 ¢ Hunt, TX 78024 ¢ 800-391-2891 e Do not copy, scan, post to web, or share electronically.



Ready Writing Concept, continued

Troubleshooting Q&A 30
APPENDIX 32
Practice Essay Topics 32
SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADES 32
FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADES 33
THIRD AND FOURTH GRADES 33
Keep in Mind 34
Toolbox Inventory 35
2014-2015 UIL Ready Writing Contest Rules 36
References 40

2
© 2006 HEXCO ACADEMIC ¢ PO Box 199 ¢ Hunt, TX 78024 ¢ 800-391-2891 e Do not copy, scan, post to web, or share electronically.



Ready Writing Concept, continued

Excellent Essay

The following is an adaptation of the essay that won with this topic. Comments have

been interspersed within this essay in bold text. Consider outlining this essay.

The Lost Sport

It was during the early 1920s that he came along, the greatest ball player of all time. He
was an athlete like the world had never seen, swatting homeruns, pitching shutouts, and
fielding grounders. Babe Ruth was in a league of his own. Never before had the world seen a
player who could do everything, but then came along The Sultan of Swat. He was everything
America loved—mighty, tenacious, yet always cheerful with his fans. The self-proclaimed
"Oversized Green Pea" gained immortality in the hearts of all Americans and his legacy is still
carried on today. [This is a great "hook." The writer has drawn the reader in with a build-up
that reveals Ruth's identity and descriptive vocabulary that brings baseball to life.] Yet more
amazing than his sixty homerun season, the night he struck out fifteen batters straight, or his
715 career homeruns is that he did all this without cursing in public, committing crime, or trying
to strangle his coach. The Babe put sportsmanship at the top of his priority list, always offering
advice to teammates and opponents. Plus, he was gracious to kids wanting hugs or autographs.

Despite Ruth's dedication to sportsmanship, a major change could be heard in the
distance. It was coming, inevitable and unavoidable. Maybe the breakdown of sportsmanship
began in 1919, when the Chicago White Sox committed their deep sin. After advancing in the
American League Championship Series, they seemed poised to make quick work of the
Cincinnati Reds in the World Series. With a strong team that included "Shoeless" Joe Jackson,

the Sox had already begun making room for another World Series Pennant. Then the shameful
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Ready Writing Concept, continued

Troubleshooting Q&A

What if I don't understand either of the topics?

Don't panic. The topics would not have been chosen if they were only comprehensible
to winners of the Pulitzer Prize in Physics. Reread each topic more slowly. Usually, one will
intuitively feel like the one you should choose. Go back to that one and read each sentence
slowly without trying to think about what your thesis will be. Instead, focus on what the author
or speaker is saying. You have two hours, so don't start by feeling rushed and panicky. Once you
start to get the idea, read the topic, but read the sentences in a different order, maybe even in
reverse order. This will help you "hear" each statement better. Now, go back and read through
the topic, and you are probably getting a handle on it. You are ready to brainstorm your thesis

and support statements.

What if | have no idea what to write about?

Okay, so you understand the topics, but that isn't helping get the juices flowing. It's
writer's block, and it happens to great literary minds. You're in good company. Again,
remember that you have two hours, so start off by relaxing. Get a handle on the topic and then
think about how it might possibly fit into your frame of reference. Often, the less obvious
approach is the most interesting. For example, imagine that you have no interest in or
knowledge of sports, but the other topic is the socio-political ramifications of Zoushukistan's
entry into the gruel market. Sports it is. There are lots of ways to write about sports besides

rattling off batting averages and fly-fishing stances. Find how the topic is relevant to you, and
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