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Susan Duncan, MJE, is a retired journalism teacher who currently works for a community newspaper where she 
does a little bit of whatever needs to be done. Duncan began writing for her hometown newspaper as soon as she 
graduated high school and has being writing ever since. She advised 29 yearbooks and 15 years of newspapers, 
both in print and online. She is the convention director for the Texas Association of Journalism Educators and was 
recognized with their Texas Treasure award in2019. She is a past president of TAJE and winner of the Edith Fox King 
Award and the UIL Sponsor Excellence Award. 
 
Professional journalist and former High School journalism teacher Suzanne Bardwell and her husband Jim, own 
Bardwell INK,LLC which produces three community newspapers. Bardwell's former students consistently qualified 
and excelled in state UIL/ILPC competition. Her High School yearbook program received ILPC's Lone Star award for 
over a decade of excellence. She has taught workshops for ILPC, CSPA, NSPA, Balfour and Herff‐Jones publishing. 
Bardwell received ILPC's Max R. Haddick Journalism Teacher of the Year for Texas, the Edith Fox King award and 
Texas Exes Excellence in Teaching award. She currently serves on the Texas Press Association's Legislative Action 
Committee and as scholarship chair for the North & East Texas PressAssociation. 
 
We are a small company that listens!  If you have any questions or if there is an area that you would like fully explored, let us 

hear from you.  We hope you enjoy this product and stay in contact with us throughout your academic journey.   

~ President Hexco Inc., Linda Tarrant 

HEXCO ACADEMIC 
www.hexco.com 

P.O. Box 199       Hunt, Texas 78024  
Phone: 830.367.3825      Fax: 830.367.3824  

Email: hexco@hexco.com 

Copyright © 2021 by Hexco Academic. All rights reserved. Reproduction or translation of any part of this work beyond that 

permitted by Section 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act without the permission of the copyright owner is 

unlawful.  The purchaser of this product is responsible for adhering to this law which prohibits the sharing or reselling of 

copyrighted material with anyone.  This precludes sharing with coaches or students from other schools via mail, fax, email, or 

simply "passing along."  Hexco materials may not be posted online. Exception/permission for photocopies granted by Hexco 

Academic is only applicable for Practice Packets which may be copied expressly for the purchaser’s group or classroom at the 

same physical location. 
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UIL JOURNALISM PRACTICE PACKET – Spring 2021

 

 CONTENTS 

1. Judging Criteria 
2. Evaluation Sheets (except Copy Editing) 
3. Six Sets of Journalism Tests (S21A-S21F) 

o Each Test Includes: 
o Copy Editing 
o Editorial Writing 
o Feature Writing 
o Headline Writing 
o News Writing 

4. Answer Key (provided for Copy Editing 
section only) 

5. Student Entry Sheets (provided for 
Headline Writing section only) 

SAMPLE



Contestant # _______________________ 
 

© HEXCO ACADEMIC • PO Box 199 • Hunt, TX 78024 • 800‐391‐2891 • Do not scan, post to web, or share electronically. 

Evaluation Sheet for JOURNALISM - HEADLINE WRITING (p.1 of 2) 

Headline 1 Fair Good Excellent 

The writer uses specific and accurate wording.    
The writer uses strong action verbs, focusing on present or future.    
Headline is unique and fits the mood of the story.    
Split phrases are avoided.    
Headline is within the count. (Headlines over the count are disqualified).    
Grammar, spelling, and punctuation are correct.    
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT: 
 
 

 

Headline 2 Fair Good Excellent 

The writer uses specific and accurate wording.    
The writer uses strong action verbs, focusing on present or future.    
Headline is unique and fits the mood of the story.    
Split phrases are avoided.    
Headline is within the count. (Headlines over the count are disqualified).    
Grammar, spelling, and punctuation are correct.    
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT: 
 
 

 

Headline 3 Fair Good Excellent 

The writer uses specific and accurate wording.    
The writer uses strong action verbs, focusing on present or future.    
Headline is unique and fits the mood of the story.    
Split phrases are avoided.    
Headline is within the count. (Headlines over the count are disqualified).    
Grammar, spelling, and punctuation are correct.    
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT: 
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3 / Copy Editing  ׀  SPRING 2021 A CONTESTANT NUMBER _____________ 

 

©2021 HEXCO ACADEMIC • PO Box 199 • Hunt, TX 78024 • 800-391-2891 • Do not scan, post to web, or share electronically. 

PART 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to 

eliminate wordiness as well as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. 

You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make notes of anything you believe needs 

clarification, additional research or additional reporting. 

 
    Due to the increase of the number of the coronavirus in america, the Centre for Disease Control 

recommends that all parks and playgrounds close for at lest the next three weeks. The C.D.C. will 

reexamine the numbers of cases after three weeks to make further recommendations. Follownig 

the govenment's lead, the Leaguetown school board voted to close all campus playgrounds 

beginning January 2. 

      "I do not think it will be that much of an issue since very few parents and students use the 

playgrounds after school during such cold whether," superintendent Brian White said. "Hopefully, 

we can open the playfrounds again before the time of peek usage occurs." 

The walking trails that wind through the school campuses will remain open for now, White said, as 

long as residents practice social distancing.  

      Playgrounds will be closed for K-6 studnets through the school day, since keeping the playground 

equipment disinfected throughout the day would be difficult. 

      "You would have to live untder a rock not to know what the CDC says," board member Rita 

Heworth said. "If they'res a way to keep our kids safe by keeping them off the equipment and 

ballfields that is what we need to do. Our kids will follow the rules if we make them clear." 

     Teachers are planning additional craft activities and movement exercises sooted to their 

classrooms to make up for reccess time. Anyone who would like to donate crafting items should 

contact the elementry school office. 
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HEADLINE WRITING ENTRY SHEET 
 

 All letters (upper and lower case), numbers, punctuation marks, symbols and spaces count as one (1).  
Place one letter or other unit in the appropriate space below. Leave spaces between words.  

The number of lines you are given on this sheet corresponds to the number of lines required for each headline. 
Write your number in the upper right‐hand corner of both sides of this sheet. 

HEADLINE ONE 

 
HEADLINE TWO 

 
HEADLINE THREE 
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