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reckon    <REK.uhn>  
 v   /   suppose, think, consider; count 
 The ancient cowpoke drawled, "I --- it's time for me to 

turn in, and you young kids better turn in, too." 
 Ety:  E  

mullet    <MUH.luht>  
 n   /   small to medium-sized edible fish; heraldic five 

pointed star 
 --- makes good bait for catching larger fish; and if 

nothing is biting, some are edible themselves. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr  

pigeon    <PIJ.uhn>  
 n, adj, v   /   bird with stout build and smooth feathers 
 Pete's pet --- is so tame that it will sit on Pete's 

shoulder to be fed. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr fr L  - Notes: Hom: pidgin 

climax    <KLII.maks>  
 n, v   /   major turning point of a story; bring to the 

highest dramatic point 
 The story was so exciting that Robert couldn't put the 

book down as it built up to the --- . 
 Ety:  L fr Gk  

tarpon    <TAHR.puhn> or <TAH.puhn> 
 n   /   sport fish found in the Gulf of Mexico 
 A dyed-in-the-wool sportsman, Tim wanted a 200-

pound --- from his fishing trip so he could have it 
mounted. 

 Ety:  Unk orig  

corona (C)    <kuh.ROH.nuh>  
 n   /   colored ring surrounding a celestial body; faint 

glow surrounding high voltage; genus; city of Calif 
 When he saw a --- surrounding the moon, Granddad 

said the glowing ring indicated rain was coming. 
 Ety:  L  - Notes: Capitalized for geog or genus def 

wrench    <RENCH>  
 v, n   /   make a violent twisting motion; tool used to 

twist 
 Mary's mother shouldn't lift those heavy boxes of 

books because she may --- her back again. 
 Ety:  E  

garnet    <GAHR.nuht>  
 n   /   semiprecious gem 
 Lou's birthstone was a ---, and her grandmother gave 

her an antique ring with the deep reddish-purple 
gem. 

 Ety:  E fr Fr  - Notes: Hom: garnett 

bitter    <BIT.uhr>  
 adj, adv, n, v   /   having a strong taste; lacking 

sweetness; causing unpleasant sensation 
 Mother forgot to add sugar to the cocoa so the 

chocolate icing on the cake tasted --- . 
 Ety:  E  

marlin    <MAHR.luhn>  
 n   /   large game fish found in oceans 
 Chad was so proud of the --- he'd caught that he had 

the huge, blue billfish mounted for his den wall. 
 Ety:  Unk orig  

quartz    <KWAWRTS> or <KWAW.uhts> <KWAWTS> 
 n   /   hard, usually transparent mineral 
 Upon cutting the geode, Carrie discovered an array of 

beautiful crystals of --- . 
 Ety:  Ger fr Slav  - Notes: Hom: quarts 

parlor    <PAHR.luhr> or <PAHR.luh> <PAH.luh> 
 n, adj   /   room used to receive guests 
 My aunt had a --- in her home in which she received 

guests on Sunday afternoons. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr  

basket    <BAS.kit> or <BAHS.kit> 
 n, v, adj   /   receptacle made of interwoven material 
 The large --- was made of woven cane and was large 

enough to hold all of our picnic supplies. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr fr Gmc  

reason    <REEZ.uhn>  
 n, v   /   statement offered to explain a belief; 

understanding 
 The school asked that Mrs. Lansky write a note 

explaining the --- that Sharon had been absent for 
a week. 

 Ety:  E fr Fr  

figure    <FIG.yuhr>  
 n, v   /   shape; symbol for a number; calculate 
 Mrs. Estes drew a pentagon on the board and asked 

how many students knew what to call the 5-sided 
--- . 

 Ety:  E fr Fr fr L  

copper    <KAHP.uhr>  
 n, adj, v   /   reddish metal; coin; relating to a specific 

metal 
 The technician used wire made of --- because of its 

superior electrical conductivity. 
 Ety:  E  

lesser    <LES.uhr>  
 adj, adv   /   smaller; inferior 
 We chose to kayak on the --- of the two rivers because 

the larger one seemed too treacherous. 
 Ety:  E  - Notes: Hom: lessor 

violin    <vii.uh.LIN>  
 n, v   /   small 4-stringed musical instrument played 

with a bow 
 During the week, Mr. Colt plays --- for the symphony; 

but on weekends, he plays fiddle with a country 
band. 

 Ety:  It fr Prov  
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kestrel    <KES.truhl>  
 n   /   small falcon or windhover 
 Genevieve watched the graceful --- hovering in the air 

above the small sparrow then swooping to catch 
it. 

 Ety:  Fr fr L  

hideous    <HID.ee.uhs>  
 adj   /   displeasing or ugly to look at, revolting, 

dreadful 
 For Halloween, each art student was to create the 

most --- and ghastly mask possible. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr  

buzzard    <BUH.zuhrd>  
 n   /   any of many birds of prey 
 The --- flew over the field looking for any unsuspecting 

mouse he might catch for his evening meal. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr fr L  

alfalfa    <al.FAL.fuh>  
 n   /   plant of the legume family grown for hay 
 The farmer planted --- to restore nitrogen to the soil as 

well as produce hay for his cows. 
 Ety:  Sp fr Arab  

crowbar    <KROH.bahr>  
 n, v   /   heavy metal rod used for prying 
 The carpenter used a --- to pry boards off the building, 

removed the nails and then stacked them for 
reuse. 

 Ety:  E + E fr Fr  

jointer    <JAWIN.tuhr> or <JAWIN.tuh> 
 n   /   tool for planing an edge before mortising it to 

another piece 
 Using the ---, the cabinet maker hones the groove 

perfected to mortise the side panel to it. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr fr L  

bowered    <BOWRD> or <BOW.uhrd> 
 v   /   covered by an arbor 
 The bench seemed --- by nature itself with the mass of 

tangled vines and branches of the ancient oak 
above it. 

 Ety:  E  

hostile    <HAHS.tuhl> or <HAH.stiil> <HAH.stii.uhl> 
 adj, n   /   unfriendly, characterized as being 

antagonistic 
 Fearing the Indians might be ---, the pioneers armed 

themselves for a possible attack, but one never 
came. 

 Ety:  Fr fr L  - Notes: Hom: hostel 

pioneer    <pii.uh.NIR> or <PII.uh.nir> 
 n, adj, v   /   one who travels to a new country or area 

to settle; first of a kind 
 My great grandmother was a --- who traveled from 

Ireland to settle in the northern part of Texas. 
 Ety:  Fr fr L  

cymbals    <SIM.buhlz>  
 n   /   instrument made of concave metal plates that 

are clanged together 
 The music built to a crescendo, and the --- made a 

dramatic clash, then the tempo slowed down. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr fr L fr Gk  - Notes: Hom: symbols 

mutable    <MYOOT.uh.buhl>  
 adj, n   /   capable of change 
 The actress was very fickle and ---, and the director 

found her changeable moods intolerable. 
 Ety:  L  

mallard    <MAL.uhrd> or <MAL.uhd> 
 n   /   kind of duck 
 A female --- is mottled with brown plumage, whereas 

the male has more vividly colored feathers. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr  

carcass    <KAHR.kuhs>  
 n, v   /   dead body, usually of an animal prepared for 

food 
 The hunter dragged the deer --- for almost a mile 

before reaching his pickup truck. 
 Ety:  Fr fr L fr Arab fr Per  

menthol    <MEN.thawl> or <MEN.thohl> 
 n   /   crystalline alcohol with odor and taste of 

peppermint 
 Many cigarettes are flavored with --- to give them a 

refreshing taste. 
 Ety:  Ger fr L  

claimer    <KLAY.muhr>  
 n   /   horse in a race that an owner has pledged to sell 

at a given price 
 After the race, the horse's owner really didn't want to 

sell his ---, but he was bound to do so when 
asked. 

 Ety:  E  
scholar    <SKAHL.uhr>  
 n   /   one who studies; person with knowledge 
 Professor Quigley is a --- of Roman architecture who 

spent eight years studying in Italy. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr fr L  

sparrow    <SPEHR.roh> or <SPEHR.uh> 
 n   /   small brown bird 
 The mother --- worked frantically to feed the chirping 

baby birds in her nest. 
 Ety:  E  

courage    <KUHR.ij>  
 n   /   moral strength to face danger or hardship; 

spiritual firmness 
 James showed a great deal of --- when he defended his 

little brother from the bullies trying to rob him. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr fr L  
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syllable, 40, 131, 152, 179 
syllogize, 157 
symphony, 17, 34, 75, 81, 

84, 104, 145, 185 
symptoms, 88, 138 
synchroscope, 185 
syncopation, 179 
synoptophore, 185 
synthesizer, 115 
syringe, 75 
syrinx, 132 
Tabernacle, 111 
tablature, 166 
tableau, 141 
tablets, 31, 69 
tachometer, 110 
taciturn, 147 
tailspin, 35 
tallow, 22 
tamper, 16 
tanager, 141 
tangential, 170, 181 
tangle, 59 
tango, 15 
tangy, 14 
tankard, 139 
tantalum, 148 
tapestry, 83 
tarmac, 129 
tarpaulin, 166 
tarpon, 17 
tatters, 27 
taxiway, 73 
teal, 51, 146 
technetium, 172 
telamon, 145 
teledu, 132 
telephone, 40, 44, 175 
telltale, 79 
tellurium, 82, 163 
temerarious, 181 
tempo, 10, 74, 127, 134, 174 
temporal, 148 
tenacious, 159 
tenaculum, 166 
tendril, 71 
tenebrific, 177 
Tenebrism, 161 
tenement, 34 
tenor, 13, 69, 148, 157 
terbium, 141 
terete, 128 
terminal, 73, 89, 129, 135 
terrace, 75 
terrarium, 95 
terrible, 7, 30, 33, 41, 65, 66, 

77, 93, 103, 157 
terrorist, 45, 67 
tetra, 16 
thallium, 149 
theodolite, 175 
theorbo, 140 
theorize, 156 
thermohydrometer, 187 
thermometer, 49, 88, 114, 

183 
thermopile, 104 
thermos, 68 
thermostat, 48 
thespian, 147 
thistle, 71 
tholepin, 154 
thorium, 144 

thorny, 18 
throbbed, 81 
throwaway, 99 
thrush, 58, 114, 148 
thulium, 137 
thundering, 105 
thurible, 55, 156 
thyme, 11, 128 
thymiaterion, 186 
tidewaiter, 111 
tierer, 129 
tigereye, 38 
tilapia, 141 
tilde, 97, 126 
till, 52, 87 
timber, 41, 135, 173, 177, 

181 
timoneer, 155 
tin, 5, 91, 114, 143, 149, 176 
tinamou, 141 
tinctured, 161 
tinderbox, 99 
tinge, 56 
tiring, 18, 110, 149 
titanic, 67 
titanium, 87 
title, 16, 129 
tobacco, 24, 76, 159 
toccata, 137 
toilsome, 35, 158 
tome, 7, 28, 150, 178 
tongs, 11 
tonic, 12, 85 
tonometer, 162 
toothache, 102 
topaz, 13, 70, 170 
tope, 52 
topgallant, 171 
toroidal, 148 
torpedo, 29, 30 
torquemeter, 178 
totalitarian, 119 
toucan, 60 
tough, 9, 11, 159, 185 
towhee, 130 
tracer, 65 
tragedian, 100 
tragedienne, 118 
tragedy, 75, 175, 178 
tragicomedy, 180 
tragopan, 146 
traitor, 77 
trammel, 145 
transducer, 48 
transept, 86 
transistor, 47 
transitory, 148, 175 
transmogrify, 187 
traverse, 139, 151, 166 
treachery, 167 
treacle, 137 
treadmill, 43 
treasure, 36, 167 
treatise, 146, 183 
treble, 7, 62 
trefoil, 73 
trembling, 54, 64, 100 
tremendous, 108 
tremolo, 143 
tremulous, 142, 160 
trepan, 129 
trestletree, 181 
trevally, 150 

trickled, 81 
tricornute, 172 
triphibian, 171 
triumphant, 169 
trogon, 128 
trombone, 34, 68 
troublesome, 117 
trough, 61, 132 
trousers, 47, 79, 81, 87 
trout, 12, 14, 136 
trowel, 131 
truculent, 159 
trudged, 61, 142, 178 
trumpet, 27, 69, 78, 85, 103 
trumpeter, 102, 186 
truncated, 40 
truncheon, 164 
trunk, 8, 14, 76, 105 
trying, 10, 11, 19, 35, 60, 74, 

81, 105, 135, 157, 180 
tuba, 8, 69, 111, 136, 157 
tumbler, 78 
tumid, 128 
tumulus, 143 
tun, 124 
tungsten, 85, 174 
turbine, 30, 68 
turbojet, 38, 49 
turboprop, 97 
turbot, 59 
turbulence, 112 
tureen, 133 
turfman, 70 
turkey, 16, 146, 147 
turnstile, 45 
turntable, 43 
turret, 18, 64 
turtledove, 106 
tuyere, 129 
tweezers, 86 
twig, 6 
twinkle, 29 
twitter, 142 
typeface, 83 
typewriter, 52, 113 
tyranny, 71, 92 
ultralight, 112 
ultraviolet, 113, 115, 186 
umbra, 127 
umlaut, 132 
unanimous, 92 
unbleached, 46 
unchangeable, 183 
uncial, 130 
underneath, 48, 61, 139 
underscore, 46 
understudy, 109 
unfathomable, 187 
unfavorable, 117 
unfurl, 135 
uniaxial, 156 
unintelligible, 187 
univalve, 36 
unregenerate, 118 
unrelenting, 118 
unremitting, 180 
unscrupulous, 186 
unsentimental, 122 
unshipped, 41 
unsympathetic, 122 
untimely, 79, 115 
unyielding, 58, 73, 104, 118, 

169, 170, 174 

uphill, 24, 142 
upright, 24, 64, 73, 127 
upstage, 31 
uranium, 43, 75, 82, 87, 104, 

144, 172, 177 
urceolate, 164 
urn, 51, 144, 164 
utensil, 11, 15, 37, 58, 129, 

141 
vagueness, 160 
valorous, 37 
vamplate, 85 
vanadium, 87 
vapor, 53, 81, 85, 113, 162 
variegated, 6, 171 
variometer, 168 
variscite, 165 
vase, 5, 51, 114, 125, 142, 

143 
vastitude, 164 
vault, 54, 132 
vector, 61 
veering, 136 
vegetarian, 45 
vehemence, 162 
velocity, 68, 87, 108 
ventilate, 92 
venture, 8, 68, 164, 181 
verdolaga, 166 
verdure, 140 
vermeil, 137 
vermiculate, 113 
vertical, 22, 47, 55, 56, 73, 

81, 111, 113, 175 
vertiginate, 180 
vessel, 58 
vestibule, 11, 94 
vestige, 75 
vial, 34, 51, 52 
vibraphone, 107 
vibrato, 142, 143 
viciously, 98, 163 
vicontiel, 160 
viga, 124 
vignette, 146 
vigorously, 32, 169 
villa, 13 
villain, 23, 88, 116, 140, 165, 

169 
vineyard, 85 
viol, 51, 52, 107 
viola, 55 
violently, 80, 94 
violin, 12, 17, 46 
violoncello, 181 
vireo, 54 
virginal, 149 
virgule, 139 
virtue, 6, 60, 105 
virtuoso, 24, 86 
vise, 77 
visibility, 45, 175 
visualize, 168 
vitriolic, 159, 165 
vituperative, 184 
vivace, 132 
vocalist, 35 
volatilize, 172 
volition, 149 
voltmeter, 40 
volume, 7, 62, 81, 101, 174 
voluminous, 173 
voluntary, 98, 178 

voussoir, 153 
voyage, 16, 64 
vulture, 64, 75 
waft, 51 
wailing, 69, 138, 144 
waldmeister, 182 
wallet, 39, 61 
walleye, 28, 129 
waltz, 15, 128 
warbler, 69, 115, 171 
wardrobe, 83, 138 
warhead, 29 
warmouth, 87 
waterwheel, 46, 136 
waxbill, 28 
wayward, 25 
wearisome, 35, 93 
wearying, 149 
weatherly, 95 
wedge, 12, 86, 153 
weigh, 13, 38, 52 
welder, 57 
welfarism, 93 
welterweight, 183 
wharf, 57, 144, 179 
wheatear, 148 
whetstone, 159 
whiff, 54, 164 
whinchat, 148, 156 
whinyard, 155 
whippoorwill, 47, 81, 184 
whirlybird, 170 
whisperer, 102 
whitewashed, 178 
whorlywort, 175 
widespread, 41, 109 
widget, 63 
willet, 131 
wimble, 129 
winced, 60 
windbreaks, 46 
windmill, 37 
windowpane, 47 
wingspan, 38, 64 
wirrah, 133 
wobbulator, 111 
wonder, 22, 56, 100, 107 
woodcock, 33 
woodpecker, 72, 91, 105, 

138 
worldwide, 41 
worry, 5, 16, 153 
wrasse, 133 
wreck, 14, 140, 142 
wren, 52 
wrench, 17, 142 
writ, 124 
wryneck, 138 
xenon, 127 
xerocolous, 170 
xylophone, 68, 119, 163 
yachtsman, 163 
yaw, 35, 124 
yawmeter, 84 
ytterbium, 161 
yttrium, 137, 144 
zeal, 52 
zenith, 59, 127, 136 
zigzaggery, 106 
zinc, 6, 76, 83, 102 
zircon, 20, 85 
zirconium, 92, 139 
zymoscope, 158 




