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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
Social Studies 

   
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: The intent of the contest is to expand and apply students' understanding of the 
nature of geography and the physical setting of the earth to physical and cultural environments, to expand 
and apply their understanding of the governmental systems, and to expand and apply their understanding 
of historical events, trends, movements, and eras, and the impact and significance of time and place, 
cause and effect, and change over time. 
  
Tests may be copied for use on one campus. The time allotted for taking the entire test is 90 minutes. All 
sections should be completed within this time frame.  
  

SECTION                                                                     QUESTIONS       POINT VALUE     TOTAL VALUE 
Part 1 – General Knowledge Questions                 20               1         20 
Part 2 – Primary Reading 15               2         30 
Part 3 – Supporting Documents                                  10               3         30 
Part 4 – Essay                           20         20 
TOTAL VALUE  = 100  

  
All questions should be answered with the best possible choice. The section on General Knowledge 
contains questions derived from Internet sources and various background data. The Primary Reading 
section covers the book. The section on Supporting Materials contains questions on the assigned countries 
and regions. The fourth section asks for an essay and is graded with the rubric provided as part of the 
Answer Key.  
  
SCORING: The objective portion of all tests will be scored. A judge or judges will then evaluate the essays 
of the eight contestants with the highest scores in the objective portion of the test; and if a tie occurs for 
the eighth slot, essays of all contestants tied for eighth will also be judged.   
  
Each essay will be read and assigned a score based on a 0 to 20 scale, with 20 being the highest score 
possible. The judges will confer to determine the point value of each essay by compromise, not via a 
running point total or average. The score will be added to the point total from the objective portion of the 
test, resulting in an overall score. If at this point a tie exists, then those essays involved in the tie will be 
judged one against the other to break the tie.    
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● Part 1 - General Knowledge Questions 

20 Questions (1 pt. each)        max 20 

 

1. A famous American attorney, two of ____ 's 

highest profile cases were the Leopold-Loeb 

murder trial and the Scopes Trial. 

A. Clarence Darrow 

B. William McAdoo 

C. Harry Daugherty 

D. Oscar De Priest 

 

2. ____ was an early American filmmaker who is 

often credited with turning film into an art form 

by pioneering new innovations. One of his most 

famous films was The Birth of a Nation (1915). 

A. John Logie Baird 

B. Lee de Forest 

C. D. W. Griffith 

D. Buster Keaton 

 

3. Which of the following figures is NOT part of the 

Harlem Renaissance? 

A. Claude McKay 

B. Langston Hughes 

C. Duke Ellington 

D. A. Philip Randolph 

 

4. The Washington Naval Conference was held in 

Washington, D.C., between 1921 and 1922 to 

discuss ways to reduce tensions in ____ . 

A. the Soviet Union 

B. East Asia 

C. Nicaragua 

D. Germany 

 

5. Invented by ____ in 1894, the vitascope is best 

described as a motion picture projector. 

A. Thomas Edison 

B. Adolphus Busch 

C. Alexander Fleming 

D. John Logie Baird 

 
 
 

6. Which of the following figures is described in 

the text below?  

 

      1. Figure of the temperance movement 

      2. Advocated women's suffrage 

      3. Famous for using a hatchet to destroy saloons 

 

A. Mary Hanchett Hunt 

B. Carry Nation 

C. Pauline Sabin 

D. Frances Willard 

 

7. Marcus Garvey was a proponent of Black 

nationalism and founded the ____ in 1914. 

A. National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People 

B. Universal Negro Improvement 

Association 

C. American Civil Liberties Union 

D. Cotton Club 

 

8. Which of the following is NOT true of Route 66? 

A. It connects Los Angeles and Chicago. 

B. Depression-era migrants used it to leave 

the Midwest for California. 

C. Cyrus Avery founded the U.S. 66 Highway 

Association. 

D. It was the first long-distance highway in 

the U.S. 

 

9. What did Mary Hanchett Hunt campaign for in 

the 1920s? 

A. prohibition of alcohol and abstinence 

B. repeal of Prohibition 

C. revival of the Ku Klux Klan 

D. women as consumers 

 

10. Who led the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 

Porters, the first successful Black American labor 

union? 

A. A. Philip Randolph 

B. Marcus Garvey 

C. W.E.B. Du Bois 

D. Oscar De Priest 
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35. In 1901, Spindletop exploded in ____ . It was 

producing more oil than the world combined 

within a year. 

A. Wyoming 

B. Texas 

C. California 

D. Oklahoma 

 

 

● Part 3 - Supporting Documents 

      10 Questions (3 pts. each) max 30 

 

36. Union workers on strike against ____ companies 

were deported to a Mexican refugee camp. The 

U.S. Supreme Court ruled the deportations 

unconstitutional in United States v. Wheeler. 

A. financial 

B. retail 

C. mining 

D. automobile 

 

37. Eugene V. Debs gave his "Bending Cross" speech 

upon his conviction of violating the ____ . 

A. Volstead Act 

B. Sedition Act 

C. Butler Act 

D. Undesirable Aliens Act 

 

38. In 1920, Warren G. Harding delivered his 

"Return to Normalcy" speech ____ . 

A. at the Home Market Club of Boston as 

the Republican presidential nominee 

B. at the Hamilton Club in Chicago, Illinois 

C. to members of the Senate after the Paris 

Peace Conference 

D. at Gettysburg National Cemetery 

 

39. In Gitlow v. New York, Benjamin Gitlow claimed 

that ____ . 

A. his radical newspaper did not cause 

violence 

B. he was deprived of property without due 

process 

C. wiretapping violated his rights to be free 

from unreasonable search and seizure 

D. children should be required to attend 

public school 

 

40. In her "Now We Can Begin" speech, Crystal 
Eastman argues that women will never be great 
until they ____ . 
A. nurture a husband 
B. vote 
C. bear children 
D. achieve emotional freedom 

 
41. Which of the following is NOT true of Alain 

Locke, author of "Enter the New Negro"? 
A. He was the first Black American Rhodes 

Scholar. 
B. He earned a PhD in philosophy from 

Harvard University. 
C. He was a leading figure of the Harlem 

Renaissance. 
D. He was a proponent of the back-to-Africa 

movement. 
 

42. What was Ernesto Galarza's occupation? He 
shares his views of restrictions of Mexican 
immigration in a speech in 1929. 
A. a Mexican laborer 
B. a Mexican American scholar 
C. a U.S. House representative 
D. a gubernatorial candidate 

 
43. Which of the following BEST describes the 18th 

Amendment? 
A. It imposed federal prohibition. 
B. It repealed federal prohibition. 
C. It granted women the right to vote. 
D. It limited U.S. presidential terms to two. 

 
44. What nation initiated what would become the 

Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928? 
A. Japan 
B. Britain 
C. the U.S. 
D. France 

 
45. Which U.S. president was responsible for the 

success of the Boulder Canyon Project Act? 
A. Woodrow Wilson 
B. Warren G. Harding 
C. Herbert Hoover 
D. Calvin Coolidge 

 
 
● Part 4 - Essay 

max 20 points 
 
Discuss the causes and effects of the Prohibition era. 
Be sure to mention key individuals, groups, laws, and 
events related to the movement.
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44. The Pierce v. Society of Sisters decision ____ . 
A. facilitated the eugenics movement in the 

U.S. 
B. established speech regulations during 

wartime 
C. gave parents the right to make 

educational choices for their children 
D. altered the due process clause of the 14th 

Amendment 
 

45. Who is Marcus Garvey speaking to in his 
recorded message explaining the object of the 
Universal Negro Improvement Association in 
1921? 
A. citizens of Africa 
B. Black Americans 
C. U.S. senators 
D. union workers 

 
 
● Part 4 - Essay 

max 20 points 
 
Discuss the Teapot Dome scandal. What happened, 
who was involved, and what was the impact of the 
resulting investigation? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Contestant Number ______________________ 
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OBJECTIVE PORTION 

• Determines essays to grade 

• Determines TEAM scores 

Part 1 Score (20 pt) __________ 
 
Part 2 Score (30 pt) __________ 
 
Part 3 Score (30 pt) __________ 
 
Objective Total        __________ 
 

ESSAY PORTION 

• Grade top 8 objective totals 

Essay Total (20 pt) __________ 
 
OVERALL TOTAL    __________ 
 
Grd 1_____  Grd 2_____  Grd 3_____ 

Social Studies Practice Test - Answer Sheet 

 
Part 1 - General Knowledge 
20 questions (1 pt. = max 20) 
 
 
1. __________ 

2. __________ 

3. __________ 

4. __________ 

5. __________ 

6. __________ 

7. __________ 

8. __________ 

9. __________ 

10. __________ 

11. __________ 

12. __________ 

13. __________ 

14. __________ 

15. __________ 

16. __________ 

17. __________ 

18. __________ 

19. __________ 

20. __________ 

Part 2 – Primary Reading 
15 questions (2 pts. = max 30) 
 
 
21. __________ 

22. __________ 

23. __________ 

24. __________ 

25. __________ 

26. __________ 

27. __________ 

28. __________ 

29. __________ 

30. __________ 

31. __________ 

32. __________ 

33. __________ 

34. __________ 

35. __________ 

 ___________ Total Part 2 

 

Part 3 – Supporting Materials 
10 questions (3 pts. = max 30) 
 
 
36. __________ 

37. __________ 

38. __________ 

39. __________ 

40. __________ 

41. __________ 

42. __________ 

43. __________ 

44. __________ 

45. __________ 

 ___________ Total Part 3 

 ___________ Total Part 1 
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