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Scripps has switched from the printed version of Webster's Third New International © 2002 to their
online version of of their dictionary at http://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/unabridged/ .  About
30+% of the words in this list were changed to reflect the pronunciation, part of speech, capitalization,
alternate spellings, etc. that are acceptable to this Merriam-Webster Unabridged online version.
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This Spelling Bee Organizer is produced annually for bees that want to select their own words
from the full collection of Spell It words. This is the 33st annual edition of Organizers produced
for conducting first-class bees in schools. This is the 34th  year for some of our various products.

We are all spellers, and this product resulted from a suggestion by my fourth-grade teacher
who wished to have the words in a sequence of difficulty with more information than we
provided in the Supplement in order to conduct a better bee with less effort. We've improved
the product along the way, and we know you will be pleased with the latest features. 

Every word has been researched for inclusion in this volume. Some of these sentences are
quite slow to write, as those of you know who formerly prepared for bees without our products. We're proud to present so
many hours of dictionary work, for such an affordable price.

My sisters and I have long since retired from spelling competition. We have each been fortunate to have spelled at The National
Bee.  This past year, over half of all participants used one or more of Hexco's products in studying for their bees.  In 2017, the
20th champion in a row at the National Spelling Bee Champions used Hexco products in preparation.  

Thank you for your continued support! My sisters and I are the entrepreneurs* in this publishing venture.  Valerie graduated
from the University of Texas in Austin with an MBA and is married with an 9-year-old daughter, Claire, and a 6-year-old son,
Taylor, and working in Houston. I graduated from Baylor Medical School in Houston, Texas, am currently a pediatrician in Austin,
Texas, with a 7-year-old daughter, Cora.  Huntley graduated with an MBA from Harvard and is working in Austin.

Spelling has been good for us in a multitude of ways. Our spelling "memory muscles" and techniques have also been helpful with
later study of other masses of information for the SAT and in the science fields. 

Thanks again, and the best of luck with your bee.

 
 Natalie Tarrant, MD

* <AHN.truh.puh.nuhrz>+ n  those beginning a business and assuming financial risk
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©2017 Hexco, Inc.

Published by HEXCO ACADEMIC • PO Box 199 •  Hunt, Texas 78024-0199
hexco@hexco.com       www.hexco.com

Orders: 1-800-391-2891 F fax: (830) 367-3824 F Info: (830) 367-3825
Do not copy, scan, or post to web.



 Directions for Use 

 

Preparation Before Your Bee: 
Select the words. Select words from all of the words in this book prior to your bee.  If you have judges, be sure that
they have a list with words marked for your bee.

Purchase a counter bell. This is an ideal way to signal that a student has missed his or her word without having
someone explain over and over, "Wrong, the correct spelling is..."  (Our Spelling Bee Sponsor Bundle on our
website includes this type bell along with Organizers, certificates, and awards for winners.)

Highlight the word list. To make your bee unique, use a colored market to highlight the words you intend to use in
the Organizer volume. In making your selection, you may take advantage of the difficulty sequencing. Preparation
is not time-consuming using this product, but you should allow your pronouncer to rehearse the selections ahead
of time to become familiar with pronunciations, phonetic key, and perhaps definitions.
 

Conducting Your Bee: 
Having all the information readily available that is in the Organizers marks your bee as professional. For any
questions that are beyond this scope, have a computer on hand with a subscription to the Merriam-Webster
Unabridged online dictionary at http://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/unabridged/. This is now the official
reference for the Scripps spelling bees, not the printed dictionary, Webster's Third New International, © 1993 that
has been used prior to the 2016-2017 competitions.
1. Read the word's first pronunciation, referring to the phonetic key at the bottom of each page when

necessary. If a word is apt to be confused with another word or homophone or if a pronouncer simply wants
to make the spelling bee a friendlier event, giving a definition is often appropriate.

2. If a speller asks for part(s) of speech or definition, these should be read.
3. A carefully researched sentence, often with context clues, is provided for those spellers asking that their word

be used in a sentence.
4. If a speller asks for language of origin, this should be given in abbreviated form, as "Latin from Greek."
5. If a speller asks for any alternate pronunciations, these may be read from those provided. There are up to

four alternate pronunciations for each word. Each is derived from the Merriam-Webster Unabridged online
dictionary and is spelled phonetically in its entirety for convenience..

6. If questions arise over a particular word, consult the online dictionary as the final authority.

General: 
We have arranged words in a random or difficulty sequence within groups identified as Beginning, Intermediate,
and Advanced level words, and some weighting in given to length of word in this order.

The intent is to give spellers words of similar difficulty, slowly increasing in difficulty through the bee. Hopefully,
with our system, the students who worked hardest and learned the most words will be spelling at the end of your
bee. Using words that students have not studied in a bee can be discouraging to those spellers who worked hard in
preparation, and it is rarely necessary to give "off-list" words to determine a winner if the study list is sufficient in
length and difficulty.

Visit other bees. If you are conducting your school's bee for the first time or if you wish to improve last year's
event, consider visiting other school bees or your regional bee. Generally, regional bees, sponsored by area
newspapers, offer the most experience to observe. Our book, Bee Prepared, contains more information on
conducting bees.
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Rules for Conducting a Bee
Historical Rules: 
Suggested rules have been altered in recent years. By all means, read the rules at Scripps' website in their entirety.
Briefly, the revised rules have discontinued the original format whereby when one of the last two spellers missed a
word, the opposing speller spelled the missed word plus an additional word to win. This format favored the speller
with a higher numbered sequence. To win, the speller with the higher sequence number spelled one more word
than the opponent.  The lower numbered speller had to spell two words more than an opponent to win.

Major Changes

Scripps has added a vocabulary element to bees at all levels. This is optional for class and school bees, of course,
and it may simply complicate the operation of the bee. If your school prefers to use the vocabulary testing, either
written or oral, there are available tests on their website.

Big changes are afoot in the rules governing local spelling bees that will make the bees more equitable. (A
computerized test with all spellers fielding the same words would be a step higher on the equitable scale.) The
basic format of the new rules are the following:

g The winner must spell two more words than the runner(s)-up. No matter how many spellers are in the round
when only one speller correctly fields his or her word, the lead speller must spell one additional word to win.
If the lead speller misses this deciding word, all spellers in the previous round are reinstated in original order.

g If all spellers in a round miss their word, all are reinstated.
g An appeal may be made for a speller's reinstatement. A parent, legal guardian or teacher may appeal in

writing (or orally, if there are less than 6 spellers in a round) to the appropriate bee official prior to the time
that speller would next have a turn if he/she had not been disqualified. Appropriate protocol must be used. 

g Roles of officials at spelling bees have been qualified.

Pronouncer's functions
g He/she pronounces each word for the respective speller.
g If a word is a homonym, a pronouncer should define the word, or judges should accept either spelling.
g If a speller asks for definition, parts of speech, language(s) of origin, or use in a sentence, the

pronouncer supplies the information. 
g If a speller asks for alternate pronunciation(s), the pronouncer or aide gives the additional

pronunciations.
g Spellers may not ask for alternate definitions or questions concerning word roots. If asked such, the

pronouncer should decline to respond.

g Judges' functions
g They uphold rules, decide if a speller has correctly spelled his/her word, render decisions on appeals,

and disqualify spellers when it is deemed necessary.
g Judges ensure that participants and audience members have copies of rules prior to bee.
g If judges deem that a speller has not understood the word given, they may recommend that the

pronouncer speak the work again, but judges are not responsible for a student's not understanding the
word given.

g If a pronouncer mispronounces a word, judges should ask him or her to correct it.

g Spellers' functions
g They listen to the pronouncement of the word and face the judges to speak the word.
g They may ask a pronouncer for definition, alternate pronunciations, sentence, and language of origin or

ask a pronouncer to speak the word additional times until they are sure they are fielding the right word.
g When they are sure of the word, they attempt to spell the word for the judges to hear. 
g Spellers may stop in the middle of spelling a word and restart, but they may not alter order of letters.
g Spellers should speak the word again when they have completed their spelling, but this is optional.
g New requirements define that all spellers must follow a "conventional curriculum" which Scripps defines

as at least four hours of study per weekday for 34 of the 38 weeks between early September and late
May, in courses other than language arts, spelling, Latin, Greek, vocabulary, and etymology, and
students may not have repeated a grade in order to participate again in the spelling bee.  A limit has
been placed on high school or college courses that may be taken.
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Miscellaneous:

For students never having participated in a public bee, a rehearsal is desirable. Many bees give one practice round to
allow nerves to settle where correct spelling is ignored. Inexperienced spellers should be encouraged to focus their
attention somewhere on the judges or over the heads of the audience, rather than becoming distracted by friends who
are watching. Most pronouncers introduce words with, "Your word is ___," and judges signify correct spellings by
announcing, "That is correct." To indicate errors, some ring a counter-type bell; other say, "That is incorrect;" and then
one of the judges provides the correct spelling. 

Spellers should pronounce their word so that obvious misunderstandings can be caught by the judges before spelling
begins. Under the Scripps' rules, this is the student's responsibility, not the responsibility of the judges. Some ask that
pronunciations also follow the spelling, serving only to signify that the speller's final letter has been given, but this is
not required. Many schools find it desirable to assign study words in groups of difficulty, with more difficult sections
begun only after narrowing the field. We find that bees are successful when they remain at a level of difficulty where
20% to 25% of the spellers miss a word in each round. This reserves more difficult words until the contest has narrowed
to spellers who are clearly the best prepared, and this is often when the field has been reduced to 2-3 spellers. At this
point a speller may have a second chance after misspelling a word if his or her opponents also spell words incorrectly.

Maintaining the same sequence of spellers throughout a bee is important, and giving spellers words of the same level
is critical. If there are not enough words at a given level to give all spellers a word of the same level, it is best to skip
to the next group. Assigning each speller a number is usually the easiest method of control sequencing. In many bees
spellers draw for placement. We suggest that you inform your audience and spellers when the pronouncer is beginning
a more difficult group of words and absolutely delay this until you reach your first speller in the sequence. This gives
each speller the same number of words of an equivalent level of difficulty. A suggested rule of thumb for when to
progress to more difficult words is the round in which fewer that 20% of the spellers miss a word. Prematurely skipping
to the more difficult words (before the field has narrowed) can lead to the awkward situation of having the contest
largely determined by the spellers' mere sequence in the bee. In such embarrassing bees, every standing speller may
fall to the more difficult words, with pronouncers sometimes having trouble finding two words in a row which can be
spelled correctly to declare a champion by NSB rules.

Open your bee to the community, encouraging parents, teachers and others interested in academics to attend.
Conducting a first-class bee, which is fair to all spellers, is difficult; but after the many hours of necessary student
preparation, schools should desire to do no less. For the initial meeting of bee prospects (often in November or
December), your principal or a well-qualified teacher should present some inspiration for student participation. Success
stories of previous school winners or, better yet, regional winners, may best accomplish this. Behind-the-scenes
glimpses of a successful prior speller's exciting experiences can be the motivational tool needed. For most schools,
spellers begin studying sometime in the late fall. For quite serious participants, the study list should be issued in the
fall as soon as it is available for students to begin their outside study. 

To determine a winner after the field has been narrowed, the pronouncer can advance to a more difficult section. This
allows the majority of participating students to study only a limited number of words and have a positive experience
of publicly spelling two, three, or even several words correctly. For all but your most serious students, a single level
of words is a sizable study list. If they are highly competitive, they can also learn words in the higher levels.

Very few, if any, schools need to resort to surprise words to declare a champion. Moving too quickly to advanced words
can be a negative experience for spellers and parents. Having possibly learned several hundred new words, students
want the opportunity to field several of these. Requiring too many students to participate, especially when they have
little interest, can also be self-defeating. The stage experience of thinking under pressure is a valuable skill to learn.

For your students studying the word list, we find that recognizing the pronunciations is absolutely necessary; knowing
at least part of a definition is desirable, and learning the word's usage is ideal. Studying a large number of words where
many may be new to the students, is a large task. With the use of Valerie's Spelling Bee Supplement, students will be
able to pronunce each word using our phonetic pronunciation and will also have definitions for the words.  Then
students and parents can limit their dictionary research to only those words that interest them and save the larger
amount of time to learn the many spellings. For repeated drilling on the word list and to hear each word correctly
pronounced, our strongest recommendation would be to use our Spelling eMentor software which tracks up to 20
students or Spelling Flips to work from the Internet.
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hue    <HYOO>  
 n, v   /   color; take on color 
 The nursery was painted with every --- of the color 

blue ranging from violet to bluish green. 
 Ety:  E  - Notes: Hom: hew 
hog    <HAWG> or <HAHG> 
 n   /   pig; grasp in a selfish manner 
 Lisa's huge --- won first place in the swine division at 

the stock show. 
 Ety:  E  
taj    <TAHZH> or <TAHJ> 
 n   /   cone-shaped cap worn by Muslim monks and 

beggars 
 We recognized the dervish by his distinct --- and his 

trancelike devotional state. 
 Ety:  Arab fr Pers  
raj    <RAHJ>  
 n   /   rule by royalty 
 The --- of the Indian prince began immediately after his 

father's death. 
 Ety:  Hindi fr Skt  
guy    <GII>  
 n   /   cable, rope or such used to brace or hoist a heavy 

item 
 Several cables were bracing the tower when one --- 

snapped, but the others held and nothing 
toppled. 

 Ety:  Du  
Slav    <SLAHV> or <SLAV> 
 n   /   one speaking one of the Indo-European 

languages 
 A --- can be any of these nationalities: Russian, 

Bulgarian, Serbo-Croat, Slovene, Pole, Czech, etc. 
 Ety:  E fr L fr Slav  - Notes: Always capitalized 
gnat    <NAT>  
 n   /   fly that bites and has two wings; mosquito 
 Jill tried to sleep, but a bothersome --- kept flitting 

around her face. 
 Ety:  E  
baba    <BAH.bah> or <BAH.buh> 
 n   /   fruit cake with rum and syrup; Chinese, European 

or Eurasian baby male 
 Gran's --- was a delicious cake that she soaked in a rum 

sauce while it was hot to give it a rich flavor. 
 Ety:  Fr fr Pol  

hock    <HAHK>  
 v, n   /   pawn, pledge a valuable item as collateral for a 

loan 
 The story told of a youth who was forced to --- his 

father's watch, then spent years trying to buy it 
back. 

 Ety:  Du  
etch    <ECH>  
 v, n   /   carve, chisel, engrave; inscription 
 The artist carefully used a dilute acid solution to --- a 

pattern on the wine glass. 
 Ety:  Du fr Ger  
keen    <KEEN>  
 adj, adv, v, n   /   very sensitive in observing 

differences, sharp 
 Hunting dogs are well known for their --- sense of smell 

which helps them track their prey. 
 Ety:  E  
trek    <TREK>  
 v, n   /   journey in arduous manner; trip with complex 

organization 
 Jan found the --- through the jungle long, difficult, and 

exhausting. 
 Ety:  Afrik fr Du  
fife    <FIIF>  
 n, v   /   small flute making a shrill sound; to play this 

type of flute 
 One musician on his --- was accompanied by a 

drummer, and the two played music of early 
colonial days. 

 Ety:  Ger  
aria    <AHR.ee.uh> or <EHR.ee.uh> 
 n   /   elaborate operatic melody sung by one 

accompanied voice 
 The --- was performed by a soprano with a clear, 

golden voice. 
 Ety:  It fr L and Gk  - Notes: Hom: area 
mole    <MOH.lee>  
 n   /   spicy sauce for meat that is made with chocolate 
 Juan thought his grandmother's turkey --- was the 

tastiest dish he'd ever eaten, especially the spicy 
gravy. 

 Ety:  MexSp fr Nahuatl  - Notes: Hom: moly 
kama    <KAH.muh>  
 n   /   enjoyment of life through the senses in Hinduism 
 Among the religious goals of Hinduism are --- 

(pleasure), dharma (virtue), and artha (success). 
 Ety:  Haw  
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poi    <PAWI> or <POH.ee> 
 n, adv   /   Hawaiian or Samoan food made of taro root 

cooked to a paste; Maori ball 
 Using our fingers, we tasted the authentic Hawaiian --- 

and found it had a slightly fermented flavor. 
 Ety:  Haw & Samoan  
aul    <OWL> or <OW.uhl> 
 n   /   Caucasian settlement in the mountains or desert; 

tent made from felt used in central Asia 
 The --- was built of stone against a cliff for protection, 

and its towers dated back to the Middle Ages. 
 Ety:  Rus fr Kazan Tatar & Kirghiz  - Notes: Hom: 

aule/owl 
imam    <i.MAHM> or <EE.mahm> <ee.MAHM> <i.MAM> 
 n   /   Muslim leader or prince 
 In the Muslim world, the caliph who is successor to 

Mohammed as supreme leader of Islam is the --- . 
 Ety:  Arab  
loam    <LOHM>  
 n, v   /   topsoil 
 The --- is so fertile in the river valley that seeds 

dropped on the surface take root and grow 
abundantly. 

 Ety:  E  - Notes: Hom: loom 
koan    <KOH.ahn>  
 n   /   Zen Buddhist paradoxical riddle 
 A --- is used in training Zen Buddhist monks to make 

them leave reason to get to enlightenment. 
 Ety:  Jap  
luau    <LOO.ow> or <loo.OW> 
 n   /   feast with Hawaiian food and entertainment 
 The featured dish at the --- consisted of roasted taro 

leaves and octopus. 
 Ety:  Haw  
tofu    <TOH.foo>  
 n   /   soft cheese made from soy beans; common to 

the Orient 
 The health food store featured a casserole topped with 

---, but Elaine didn't like the tasteless soy product. 
 Ety:  Jap  
echt    <AYKKT> or <EKKT> 
 adj   /   genuine, authentic 
 Mr. Locke is an --- master of the cello. 
 Ety:  Ger  - Notes: Hom: ached 
olio    <OH.lee.oh>  
 n   /   rich, highly seasoned stew; hodgepodge, eclectic 

mixture 
 Maria prepared her famous --- combining sausage, 

chickpeas, and other ingredients for the rich 
stew. 

 Ety:  Sp fr L  - Notes: Hom: oleo 

talc    <TALK> or <TOWK> 
 n   /   mineral powder 
 The mineral soap contained a small amount of --- to 

help soften the skin. 
 Ety:  Fr fr L fr Arab  
acme    <AK.mee>  
 n   /   summit; one who demonstrates the apex of 

something expressed 
 At the --- of his career, the actor retired from public 

life, saying he wanted to leave on a high note. 
 Ety:  Gk  
kona (K)    <KOH.nuh>  
 n   /   Hawaiian storm; Hawaiian region 
 We called it a raging storm, but the native called it an 

Hawaiian --- . 
 Ety:  Haw  - Notes: Capitalized for region 
pyre    <PIIR> or <PII.uhr> 
 n   /   pile of combustible material for burning a dead 

body 
 The Phoenix was reborn from the burning --- made of 

its own nest. 
 Ety:  L fr Gk  
miso    <MEE.soh>  
 n   /   paste made of cooked rice, barley or soybeans 

that is used for soups 
 The Japanese chef started with ---, then added a 

variety of ingredients to make a delicious soup. 
 Ety:  Jap  
tutu    <TOO.too>  
 n   /   ballet dancer's short skirt; New Zealand plant; 

Hawaiian term for grandparent 
 The young ballerina gracefully twirled in her ruffled 

pink --- as she imagined dancing to Swan Lake. 
 Ety:  1st-Fr;2nd-Maori;3rd-Haw  
inane    <in.AYN> or <IN.ayn> <uh.NAYN> 
 adj, n   /   without significance, silly 
 Greatly embarrassed, Victor resented Al's --- remark, 

feeling this was no time to be frivolous and 
joking. 

 Ety:  L  
suave    <SWAHV>  
 adj   /   superficially gracious in manner 
 The teenager thought he was quite ---, and Mrs. Jones 

had to chuckle watching his awkwardness with 
girls. 

 Ety:  Fr fr L  
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crescent    <KRES.uhnt>  
 n, adj   /   phase of the moon in which less than 1/4 

appears visible 
 The thin --- in the nighttime sky gave very little light for 

us. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr fr L  
magnolia (M)    <mag.NOHL.yuh>  
 n   /   flower of an evergreen tree with large, glossy 

leaves; genus of same 
 The --- on the table scented the entire room, but Mom 

cautioned us not to touch it or it would darken. 
 Ety:  L fr Fr botanist  - Notes: Capitalized for genus 
angstrom    <ANGZ.truhm>  
 n   /   miniscule part of a meter; unit of wavelength 
 The physicist explained that an --- was a hundred 

millionth of a centimeter. 
 Ety:  Swed physicist  
mahimahi    <mah.hee.MAH.hee> or 

<MAH.hee.mah.hee> 
 n   /   Hawaiian spiny-finned fish used for food that is 

brightly colored when dying 
 The specialty of the restaurant was ---, and it was 

deliciously grilled with a mango salsa served with 
it. 

 Ety:  Haw & Tahitian & Marquesan  
kohlrabi    <kohl.RAHB.ee> or <kohl.RAB.ee> <KOHL.rab.ee> 

<KOHL.rahb.ee> 
 n   /   vegetable similar to the cabbages with an edible, 

turnip-shaped stem 
 The vegetable counter offered several types of 

vegetables, including --- and pakchoi. 
 Ety:  Ger fr It fr L  
chipotle    <chuh.POHT.lay> or <chee.POHT.lay> 

<chuh.PAWT.lay> <chuh.POHT.lee> 
 n   /   type of hot jalapeno pepper that is dried and 

usually cooked 
 Matt's hot sauce was made with one --- for every 1/2 

cup of the blended tomatoes and onions 
ingredients. 

 Ety:  MexSp fr Nahuatl  
epiphany (E)    <i.PIF.uh.nee>  
 n   /   sudden perception or manifestation of God; 

Christian feast day of the Eastern church 
 The study delved into the predicted --- of Christ and 

signs pointing to His second coming in 
Revelations. 

 Ety:  E fr Fr fr L fr Gk  - Notes: Capitalized for religious 
observation 

quisling    <KWIZ.ling> or <KWIZ.leeng> 
 n, v   /   one who betrays his country to an invader 
 The wartime mayor of the Norwegian town was really 

a --- who collaborated with the invading German 
army. 

 Ety:  Norw leader  

adjacent    <uh.JAYS.uhnt>  
 adj   /   sharing a common boundary, close to, 

bordering, adjoining 
 Since Texas lies --- to Mexico, many Texans vacation in 

that country. 
 Ety:  E fr Fr fr L  
wikiwiki    <wee.kee.WEE.kee> or <WEE.kee.wee.kee> 
 adv   /   quickly, in a rapid manner 
 In Honolulu, you can take the --- bus from the gates to 

baggage claim or eat at a drive-in. 
 Ety:  Haw  
sukiyaki    <skee.AHK.ee> or <suk.ee.YAHK.ee> 

<skee.YAHK.ee> <sook.ee.AHK.ee> 
 n   /   Japanese dish of meat, bean curd and vegetables 

in soy and sake 
 The American tourist tried the --- at the Japanese 

restaurant, but said she still preferred 
hamburgers. 

 Ety:  Jap  
malihini    <mahl.ee.HEE.nee>  
 n   /   person who is a newcomer or stranger to Hawaii 
 Gidget was called a --- by the natives when she visited 

Hawaii for the first time. 
 Ety:  Haw  
galleria    <gal.uh.REE.uh>  
 n   /   mall or court with shops inside a roofed structure 
 Shopping in a --- was David's favorite pastime, and he 

never tired of looking in the myriad of stores. 
 Ety:  It fr L  
palmetto    <pal.MET.oh>  
 n   /   low-growing fan plant 
 In arts and crafts we used the leaves from the --- to 

weave baskets. 
 Ety:  Sp fr L  
falsetto    <fawl.SET.oh>  
 n   /   unusually high-pitched range of a voice 
 The tenor line of the music was too high to be sung in 

regular voice and required singing in --- . 
 Ety:  It fr L  
eclectic    <e.KLEK.tik> or <i.KLEK.tik> <ee.KLEK.tik> 
 adj   /   consisting of that which has been selected from 

diverse sources 
 The --- decor of the room contained an artful mixture 

of heirloom antiques alongside stark modern 
pieces. 

 Ety:  Gk  
feldsher    <FEL.shuhr> or <FELD.shuhr> 
 n   /   kind of physician assistant in Russia; medical 

practitioner 
 In medieval times, a --- was a barber-surgeon who 

accompanied the Russian army in the field. 
 Ety:  Rus fr Ger  
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perennial    <puh.REN.ee.uhl> or <puh.REN.yuhl> 
 n, adj   /   plant or fixture that spans an indefinite 

number of years; permanent, lasting 
 Jeff planted an evergreen --- in a pot and bordered the 

shrub with annuals for variety in the fall and 
spring. 

 Ety:  L  
egregious    <i.GREE.juhs>  
 adj   /   notorious, flagrant; flagrantly bad; extreme; 

asocial 
 Her socially prominent aunt found it an --- breach of 

manners to use the wrong fork and criticized Ann 
for it. 

 Ety:  L  
corpuscle    <KAWR.puh.suhl>  
 n   /   living cell that is not clustered into groups of 

tissue 
 The science teacher described the physical and 

functional differences between a red blood --- 
and a white one. 

 Ety:  L  
forsythia (F)    <fuhr.SITH.ee.uh> or <fawr.SITH.ee.uh> 
 n   /   yellow-flowered shrub or the genus; moderate 

orange or brilliant yellow 
 Noting the shrub's yellow bell-shaped flowers, the 

horticulturist identified it as a --- . 
 Ety:  E botanist  - Notes: Capitalized for genus 
springbok    <SPRING.bahk> or <SPRING.buhk> 
 n   /   African springing gazelle 
 Showing his strength, a --- will trot a bit, leap into the 

air, and lift the flap along his back. 
 Ety:  Afrik fr Du  
sassafras (S)    <SAS.fras> or <SAS.uh.fras> 
 n   /   tree of the laurel family whose root bark is used 

as flavoring agent; genus of these 
 The root of the --- has two edible uses: the bark is used 

in tea, and the oil flavors our root beer. 
 Ety:  L fr Sp  - Notes: Capitalized for genus 
mesmerize    <MEZ.muh.riiz> or <MES.muh.riiz> 
 v   /   fascinate, hypnotize 
 The television program seemed to --- Janet so 

thoroughly that she didn't even hear Mother call 
her for dinner. 

 Ety:  Austrian physician  
mistletoe    <MIS.uhl.toh>  
 n   /   parasitic, evergreen plant 
 Before Christmas each year, we collect --- from nearby 

trees to use as greenery in our decorations. 
 Ety:  E  

Anschluss (a)    <AHNSH.lus>  
 n   /   political union of one government with another 
 Though forbidden by treaty since 1917, --- was 

accomplished in 1938, uniting Germany and 
Austria under Hitler. 

 Ety:  Ger  
fusillade    <FYOO.suh.lahd> or <FYOO.zuh.lahd> 

<FYOO.suh.layd> <fyoo.zuh.LAHD> 
 n, v   /   several shots fired simultaneously or in rapid 

succession 
 The troops marched directly into a --- of automatic rifle 

fire from the entrenched defenders. 
 Ety:  Fr fr L  
waterzooi    <WAWT.uhr.zoo.ee> or <WAHT.uhr.zoo.ee> 

<WAHT.uh.zoh.ee> <WAWT.uhr.zoh.ee> 
 n   /   seafood or chicken stew with vegetables in 

seasoned, creamy stock 
 Brigitte, a Belgian exchange student, gave me a 

Flemish recipe for ---, and the stew was delicious. 
 Ety:  Du  
Uitlander (u)    <AYT.land.uhr>  
 n   /   foreigner, native of Great Britain residing in 

Africa 
 South Africans still consider my grandfather an --- 

although he had moved there from England 60 
years ago. 

 Ety:  Afrik fr Du  
novillero    <noh.vee.YEHR.oh> or 

<noh.vee.YEH.uh.roh> 
 n   /   bullfighter that is not yet at the rank of matador 
 After watching the dramatics of a matador, we found 

the --- clumsy and far less interesting and less 
skilled. 

 Ety:  Sp fr L  
pizzicato    <pit.suh.KAHT.oh> or <pit.see.KAH.toh> 

<PIT.suh.kah.toh> <pit.suh.KAH.toh> 
 adv, adj, n   /   in a manner of playing by plucking 

rather than with a bow 
 The opening movement was played ---, and the 

energetic plucking set the mood for the lively 
selection. 

 Ety:  It  
chauvinism    <SHOH.vuh.niz.uhm>  
 n   /   attitude of superiority toward members of the 

opposite sex 
 Martha publicly chastised Brad for his attitude of --- 

and rudeness toward the girls on the committee. 
 Ety:  Fr fr Fr soldier  




